
EDUCATION	 UNIVERS ITY	OF	RHODE	 ISLAND	(URI)	
K I NGSTON 	 ,RHODE 	 ISLAND 	
CANDIDATE	FOR	A	MASTERS	 IN 	TEXT ILE 	CONSERVATION 	
CURRENTLY 	STUDY ING 	THE 	ART 	OF 	CONSERVAT ION 	W ITH 	A 	SPEC I F IC 	 FOCUS 	 IN 	H I STOR ICAL 	TEXT I LES	
RHODE	 ISLAND	SCHOOL	OF	DES IGN	(RISD)	
PROV IDENCE 	 ,RHODE 	 ISLAND 	
BFA 	APPAREL	AND	DES IGN	2020 	 	
SEN IOR	THES IS 	COLLECT ION	ï 	PUSSYW I LLOW , 	A 	 SUSTA INABLE 	 LOUNGEWEAR 	L INE 	MADE 	US ING 	
LUXUR IOUS 	V INTAGE 	AND 	DEADSTOCK 	FABR IC 	W ITH 	A 	FOCUS 	ON 	 INCLUS ION 	AND 	BODY 	POS IT IV ITY 	
HONOR	STUDENT	FALL 	2019 	 	

	

	EXPERIENCE	 COLLECT IONS	ASS ISTANT	ï 	UNIVERS ITY	OF	RHODE	 ISLAND	ï 	2021 	- 	PRESENT 	 	 	

Histor ic	Text i le	and	Costume	Col lect ion	ï 	Worked	alongside	Susan	Jerome	to	
care	for	URI ’s	col lect ion	of	h istor ic	c loth ing	and	text i les.		
Accession	ï 	Responsib i l i t ies	 inc luded	accessioning	over	100	Frankie	Welsch	
pieces	donated	 in	1985.	
Exhib i t ion	preparat ion	ï 	 	prepared	art i facts	for	 lending	out	to	exhib i ts	 inc luding	
1920’s	water	wings	and	an	1800’s	pair	of	beaded	 leather	shoes	
	
TEACHING	ASS ISTANT	ï 	UNIVERS ITY	OF	RHODE	 ISLAND	ï 	2021 	- 	PRESENT 	 	 	
Sustainabi l i ty	and	Fashion	ï	 	Worked	alongside	Professor	Goswami	to	assist	 in	
teaching	a	Gen-Ed	100	level	course	about	the	basics	of	sustainabi l i ty	and	the	
text i le	product ion	 industry.	Responsib i l i t ies	 included	h ist ing	off ice	hours,	
grading	projects,	and	assist ing	the	professor	with	research.	
	
SHOE	DES IGN	 INTERNï 	ROXY 	(BOARDR IDERS) 	ï 	SUMMER	2019	 	 	 	 	
Product	L ine	Management	ï	 	Worked	alongside	a	team	of	shoe	designers,	f i t 	
developers,	and	factory	consultants	to	assist	with	the	spr ing	2020	col lect ion	
of	shoes.	Helped	organize	samples,	complete	tech-packs,	do	market	research	
&	trend	forecast ing,	and	perform	Pantone	color	matching.	Designed	a	
potent ia l 	Pr ide	 l ine	for	the	company	
	
APPAREL	AND	SOFT	GOOD	DES IGN 	ï 	FREELANCE	ï 	2014 	TO 	PRESENT 	
-	Worked	with	the	creator	of	DotBeanCo	Chi ldren’s	wear,	doing	product ion,	
design	and	patternmaking.		 	
-	Made	custom	masks	and	heat	packs	for	a	 local	medical	scrub	suppl ier	and	
for	a	crew	of	f i rst	responders.	
-	Created	sustainable	fashion	 l ine	repurposing	vintage	bedding	 into	styl ish	
loungewear.	
-Hand-made	extravagant	b ik in i 	costume	commissioned	by	a	professional	
female	body	bui lder	 in	Providence,	RI	

	

RISD 	P ICTURE	COLLECT IONS	 	ï 	COLLECT ION	ASS ISTANT	& 	MONITOR 	ï2018 	– 	2019 	
Managed	an	archive	of	hardcopy	histor ical 	and	vintage	 images	for	RISD	
Library	and	assisted	students	with	v isual	research	

SKILLS	 	 SEAMSTRESS	ï 	WOMEN ’S	TA ILOR ING , 	PATTERNMAKING , 	HAND	ST ITCH ING	SK ILLS 	
TEXT ILE 	SK ILLS	ï 	KNITT ING , 	WEAVING , 	FELT ING , 	CROCHET ING , 	NATURAL	DYE ING 	
COMPUTER	SK ILLSï 	ADOBE	PHOTOSHOP	& 	 ILLUSTRATOR , 	FLAT	DEVELOPMENT , 	COLOR	
MATCHING , 	TECH	PACK	DEVELOPMENT , 	M ICROSOFT	EXCEL , 	GRAPH IC 	DES IGN .	

M	E	L				J.	K	E	N	N	E	L	L	Y	
978-697-9723 	 ï 	ME L I S SA . J .KENNE L LY@GMA I L .COM 	 ï 	 H TTPS: / /MEL I S SAJKENNE L LY .COM 	

	


